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FEATURED STORY

BronxWorks Celebrates Our Annual Staff Meeting by
Recognizing Staff Milestone Years of Service, and
Welcoming Deputy Mayor of Health and Human Services

Dr. Helen Arteaga as Guest Speaker
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https://bronxworks.org/

shoulder To Shouldef
Bronx Strong

Earlier this month, BronxWorks once again held the annual All-Staff Meeting, bringing
together over 1,000 employees across all departments. At the All-Staff Meeting,
executive leadership shared the organization's growth and other successes from the
past year and congratulated the staff for their tremendous work. Some achievements
from 2025 that were shared include:

Over 35,000 new clients were enrolled across all programs.

Over 96,000 pounds of food were distributed across all BronxWorks pantries.
Over 550 individuals and families moved into permanent housing through
BronxWorks Family Shelters and Adult Homeless Services.

Over 3,500 youth enrolled in BronxWorks Children & Youth programs.

Over 8,500 people received assistance with filing their tax return at
BronxWorks and over 57% of those filers received a federal tax refund.

These are only a small part of the many accomplishments BronxWorks achieved in
2025. We are so thankful to all of our staff who make this work possible and
demonstrate their commitment to the BronxWorks mission every day.

BronxWorks staff also had the opportunity to hear
from Deputy Mayor of Health and Human Services
Dr. Helen Arteaga, interviewed by Alex Francis,
BronxWorks  Executive  Vice President of
Supportive Housing and Homeless Services. Dr.
Arteaga shared some of her motivations for her
career in health and human services, including her
family's struggle to access healthcare resources
when she was younger due to a language barrier.
She has since dedicated her career to providing
equitable, accessible healthcare and other
resources to New Yorkers. Dr. Arteaga also )
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BronxWorks to ensure we are on the same mission
of uplifting vulnerable communities.

As part of the All-Staff Meeting, we also take time to recognize those who are achieving
milestones in their career at BronxWorks. We are fortunate to have many staff with
incredible tenure at the organization, including some who have reached 30, 35, and 40
years of service.

30 YEARS OF SERVICE

Noel Concepcion Robert Ealey
Vice President of Adult Homeless Driver for Willow Avenue Family
Services Residence
(Learn more about Noel here) (Scroll down to learn more about Robert)

CREDIT: BUCK ENNIS/CNYB

Marie Edwards Ken Small Eileen Torres
Associate Vice President of Development Director Chief Executive Officer
Workforce Development (Scroll down to learn more (Learn more about Eileen here)
(Learn more about Marie here) about Ken)

35 YEARS OF SERVICE 40 YEARS OF SERVICE


https://bronxworks.org/2025/09/30/noel-concepcion/
https://bronxworks.org/2019/01/31/marie-edwards/
https://bronxworks.org/about/our-leadership/

John Weed Diane Semper

Senior Vice President Teacher's Assistant for Early Childhood
(Learn more about John here) Learning Center |

(Learn more about Diane here)

Congratulations and thank you to Noel, Robert, Marie, Ken, Eileen, John, and Diane for
your milestone years of service with the organization. Your dedication and unwavering
passion for your work is an inspiration to many.

Robert Ealey and Ken Small
Celebrating 30 Years with BronxWorks

Robert Ealey

Driver, Willow Avenue Family Residence

Robert Ealey has spent over 30 years at BronxWorks
committed to maintaining important facilities that
provide critical programs. Robert was the Super of
Willow Ave Family Residence for almost two decades,
and worked tirelessly to ensure that over 100 families
had a well-maintained residence while they worked
towards stable housing. When Robert reached
retirement, he missed working and returned as a Driver
for the residence. He now has the opportunity to take
clients to tour potential new apartments.

"This job has definitely been a learning experience for me. You don’t realize
what people are going through or what led them to be there. I learned that
you cannot be judgmental, you do not know their story."

Learn More About Robert


https://bronxworks.org/2023/04/29/john-weed/
https://bronxworks.org/2021/04/28/diane-semper/
https://bronxworks.org/2026/04/30/robert-ealey/

Ken Small

Development Director

Ken Small started at BronxWorks in August of 1995 as
the Development Director, the title he still holds today.
He joined the organization with many years of
experience in data analysis and writing in public service.
For three decades, Ken has played a major role in the
acquisition and stewardship of funding at BronxWorks
that enables services for thousands of Bronxites. Over
the years, he has also served as a mentor to many of
his colleagues, interns, and fellow development staff.

"A big lesson I've learned at BronxWorks is that it’s important to work as a
team. Anything that is done well at BronxWorks is done by a group of
people working together.”

Learn More About Ken

DID YOU KNOW

The BronxWorks 2026 Lifting Lives Gala ls

Around The Corner!
Join us on Tuesday, May 12 at 583 PARK AVENUE!

Did You Know? The BronxWorks 2026 Lifting Lives Gala is in less than TWO
WEEKS! Join us on Tuesday, May 12 at 583 PARK AVENUE for a night of celebration
and raising funds to invest in the future of the Bronx community.

Visit bronxworksgala.givesmart.com for more information about the event or to make
your commitment.

Support the BronxWorks Lifting Lives Gala!
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Miss Bronx Volunteers at BronxWorks Pantry
BronxWorks was thrilled to welcome Miss Bronx Ashley Cabreja to our Saturday
Pantry! Ashley, a student at John Jay College and an EMS worker, is representing the
Bronx in Miss New York 2026. She is a strong advocate for those facing poverty and
homelessness in the Bronx, which led her to connect with BronxWorks. Ashley
volunteered at our client-choice Saturday community food pantry, assisting clients with
choosing and bagging their items.

BronxWorks Family Residence Hosts Resource Fair
With warmer weather finally upon us, the BronxWorks Jackson Avenue Family
Residence hosted an outdoor resource fair for families to connect with local resources
and providers. Staff from BronxWorks programs and other local organizations tabled
the event and spoke with families about how they can best support their needs.
BronxWorks family residences provide shelter, case management, childcare and after-



school programming, and more to support families as they progress towards
permanent housing.

BronxWorks Teen Participants Honored by NY Yankees
Three patrticipants in the BronxWorks Work Learn Grow (WLG) program were honored
with a New York Yankees Community Council Youth Leadership Award for their
internship work at Claremont Neighborhood Center. During their internships, the
participants supported initiatives to engage residents in the Claremont area, such as
food distributions and a community book fair. We are so proud of our participants for
their hard work and for this well-deserved recognition.

The Work, Learn, Grow (WLG) program builds off the Summer Youth Employment
Program (SYEP) and provides paid employment opportunities to young adults 16-21
years old from October to March. BronxWorks is grateful for our partners like the
Claremont Neighborhood Center for providing enriching internship opportunities for our
participants.



BronxWorks Hosts Career & Wellness Day for Middle

Schoolers
BronxWorks Children & Youth Department held a Career and Wellness Day during
spring break for our middle school participants. Students had the opportunity to learn
about careers in studios and animation from CinemaKidz, a NYC-based youth arts
program focused on filmmaking and media. They also enjoyed relaxing activities such
as yoga and teddy bear making, and they ended the day with a friendly 3v3 basketball
competition.

BronxWorks After-School Participants Join Bronx Soccer

Tournament
BronxWorks Middle School programs at South Bronx Prep and Mott Haven Charter
have joined a Bronx DYCD Soccer Tournament holding weekly games throughout the
spring. Coordinated by the New York City Football Club, the league includes six teams
from schools throughout the borough. This tournament is a fantastic way for our
students to get outside, exercise, and form stronger bonds with their teammates.
BronxWorks is wishing the best of luck to our participants as the tournament wraps up!



@ WAYS TO SUPPORT

sSupport programs for
Bronx families!

Learn more! bronxworks.org/biketour

Support #TeamBronxWorks in the TD Five Boro Bike Tour!
On Sunday, May 3, #TeamBronxWorks will ride through all five NYC boroughs
alongside cyclists around the world! Our team is raising money to support BronxWorks
programs for children living in our family shelters. Every dollar you give helps create
brighter futures for Bronx youth.

Support our fundraisers HERE!
Learn more at bronxworks.org/biketour.

Here are some other ways you can join BronxWorks and
support our mission this year:

 Make a Monetary Gift.

e Support our third annual Prom & Graduation Clothing
Drive benefitting Bronx teens!

* Donate essential goods directly to Bronx residents in need
through our Emergency Needs Wishlist.



https://bronxworks.org/biketour
https://bronxworks.org/biketour
https://fundraise.givesmart.com/vf/bronxworksbike
https://bronxworks.org/2026/01/01/the-td-five-boro-bike-tour/
https://bronxworks.org/donate
https://bronxworks.org/2026/02/19/bronxworks-prom-clothing-drive-for-bronx-teens/
https://bronxworks.org/2026/02/19/bronxworks-prom-clothing-drive-for-bronx-teens/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2O4LD1TLS2FBV?ref_=wl_share

e For more ways to support, please visit
www.bronxworks.org/support-us.

You can also follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Bluesky, and X for exciting
updates.

For a full list of ways to give to BronxWorks, visit our website.
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