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The BronxWorks 2021 Building Better
Futures Gala: Recap
BronxWorks would like to extend heartfelt gratitude to everyone who helped make the 2021 Building
Better Futures Gala a remarkable success! Special thanks to all our sponsors, including Platinum
Sponsors USI and Turner Construction Company and Gold Sponsors Gilbane and JP Morgan Chase &
Co. For the first time, the annual event was completely virtual and honored our long-standing partner,
USI, and the entire BronxWorks staff, whose extraordinary work has helped the communities of the
Bronx withstand and recover from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Building Better Futures Gala was
preceded by an exclusive VIP
conversation with MLB legends Mookie
Wilson and Willie Randolph, hosted
by PIX 11 and CBS Sports Journalist
Justin Walters. Mookie and Willie
shared with our audience their thoughts
on the current state of baseball,
memories from their days playing in the
MLB, fielded questions from viewers.
They also gave us an inside perspective
on life in a New York City ball club and
as young men chasing their dreams of sports excellence. The audience was filled with Mets and New
York City sports fans, and showed their enthusiasm in chat during the event.
Immediately following the Gala was a
special interview with Julia Quinn,
author of the Bridgerton novels, which
has become a hit television series. The
interview was hosted by WNYW Fox 5
Entertainment Reporter Ryan Kristafer.
Julia spoke to us about about her
journey becoming a bestselling author,
shared a day-in-the-life perspective
with our audience, and gave behindthe-scenes insight into the book-toscreen process. We were thrilled to
have such amazing guests join and support the Building Better Futures Gala and allow us to provide
such fascinating VIP experiences. Fox 5 News featured this VIP experience the following day. To
watch the feature, click here.
The main program of the Building Better Futures Gala was hosted by this year's Mistress of
Ceremonies Marysol Castro. She is a broadcast journalist, PIX11 Morning Show Features Anchor, PIX
11 Sports Nation Anchor, and a Citi Field Public Address Announcer, the first Latina Voice of the
M ets . The feature program was pre-recorded and produced as a collaboration between the
BronxWorks Development Department and the BronxNet production team. Hundreds of individuals
tuned in on May 19 from all over the country to raise money for the BronxWorks Building Better
Futures Fund, which supports important BronxWorks services that will continue to help the
communities of the Bronx recover and rebuild from the COVID-19 pandemic. Highlights of the gala
include a recap video that covering our efforts to help our communities since the start of the pandemic
and a staff song to the tune of "You've Got a Friend in Me" by Randy Neuman.
The Building Better Futures Gala was supported by countless sponsors, partners, individual donors,
and colleagues. Thank you to the very committed BronxWorks Board of Directors, whose support
every year makes events like this not only possible but a huge success. Thank you to all of our
sponsors and individual donors who helped us honor the BronxWorks staff and our work with an
outpouring of support. Finally, thank you to everyone who registered, signed on, and participated
throughout the whole evening's events!

Special thanks to our partners, BronxNet for their creativity and collaboration, Gustiamo for their
wonderful curation of our sponsor gifts, and Eagle Sports Promotions for arranging the conversations
with Mookie Wilson and Willie Randolph.

Staff Profile: Honoring All Staff

The Building Better Futures Gala honored all BronxWorks staff for their
dedication and hard work throughout the COVID-19 pandemic to support
the communities of the Bronx.

The highlight of the evening came toward the end of The 2021 Building Better Futures Gala when
Executive Director, Eileen Torres, and Assistant Executive Directors, Scott Auwarter and John Weed,
honored and thanked the BronxWorks staff for their incredible efforts over this past year and
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. BronxWorks staff were also recognized earlier this month as
the Fox 5 Hero of the Day .
_____________________________

"It would be impossible for us to name all of the incredible work
that our staff have done and will continue to do as the effects of
the pandemic persist," Eileen Torres said in her speech,
"Nevertheless, we want to say to our staff, thank you."
_____________________________
The evening was capped off by a rendition of Randy Neuman's "You've Got a Friend in Me" sung by a
chorus of BronxWorks staff. The chorus included: Amanda Perez from Admin; Doug Harrison and
Yisiel Familia from the Fiscal Department; Cassie Desalines from Homeless Services; Denese Mars,
Roger Montalban, Francisco Estevez, Jaime Hiciano, Mario Chavez, Dashae Green, and Nalda Garcia
from the Classic Cornerstone Community Center; Joanna Smith from Children & Youth; Solomon
Smart and Y. Felicia Thomas from Senior Services; Dominique Jackson from Workforce Development;
Alex Soto from the Training Department; and Yonnel Olivo from IT. To watch a replay of the song,
click here.

BronxWorks Website Relaunched

Homepage of the BronxWorks website.

This month, BronxWorks proudly launched a brand new design for our website. The year-long project
was truly a labor of love with input from all departments across BronxWorks, various stakeholders,
members of the Board of Directors, and Development staff, with assistance from Decker Designs, a
women-owned business enterprise, and Manyfold Design and Development studios. BronxWorks
appreciates the hard work and feedback that went into the new website. We are so excited for this new
look and invite you to browse and check out the many features by going to www.bronxworks.org.

Did You Know?
You Can Still Support the 2021
Building Better Futures Gala.
In case you missed it, you can view the full 2021 Gala here:

2021 BUILDING BETTER FUTURES GALA
Thank you for being a partner in this meaningful,
exciting, transformative work.

If you would like to make a contribution and continue the momentum of our
Gala, please click below and donate!

DONATE NOW
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BronxWorks was on-hand to break ground at Bronx Point on May 21.
(L-R) Assistant Executive Director John Weed, Executive Director Eileen Torres, Board Member Barrett Feldman

Bronx Point Groundbreaking
BronxWorks joined L+M Development and others at the groundbreaking for the first phase of Bronx
Point last week. Bronx Point will provide 542 units of permanent affordable housing to the
Lower Concourse neighborhood in addition to the permanent home of the Universal Hip Hop
Museum. Hip Hop Legends Grandmaster Flas h, LL Cool J, Chuck D, Fat Joe and others joined for the
ceremony. BronxWorks will be providing social services and operating an early childhood center at
Bronx Point when it opens in late 2023.
Press Coverage:
ABC 7 New York
News 12 The Bronx
360 Magazine
Read more here.

The BronxWorks LGBTQ+ Committee does the AIDS Walk NY
The BronxWorks LGBTQ+ Committee gathered a group of 14 BronxWorks staff and walked three miles
as part of the Virtual AIDS Walk New York. They walked around the Joseph Yancey Track & Field a
few times and then ended their walk at the BronxWorks Carolyn McLaughlin Community Center. The
group raised $900 for GMHC, a nonprofit organization dedicated to ending the AIDS epidemic.

DoorDash and BronxWorks provide PPE to Bronx residents
BronxWorks Community Health programs, including the SNAP-Ed program, teamed up with DoorDash
to provide personal protective equipment (PPE) to Bronx residents out in front of the BronxWorks
Carolyn McLaughlin Community Center. New York State Senator Luis R. Sepulveda joined
BronxWorks in handing out PPE.
Press Coverage:
BronxNet

Thank you to Turner Construction
Company for your ongoing support of
BronxWorks.

Turner Construction Supports the BronxWorks Community Food
Pantry for Mothers' Day
Turner Construction Company provided Community Food Pantry participants with much-needed

essential items at the Mothers' Day weekend food pantry. Participants received laundry detergent,
fabric softener, dish soap, and other toiletries. In addition, Turner also provided fresh bread and a
special array of protein choice

NYCFC and Turner Construction Host Soccer Clinic
For Bronx Youth
BronxWorks Children & Youth Department held a soccer clinic for Bronx families on May 13 at Mullaly
Park in partnership with Turner Construction Company and New York City Football Club. BronxWorks
staff were on-site providing pantry items for families as well as information on BronxWorks after-school
programs. Turner also provided T-shirts, Soccer Balls, snacks, and water to participants. NYCFC and
BronxWorks recently announced a multi-year partnership to create educational opportunities and
experiences for Bronx youth. Learn more here.

You can read more about these and other stories at
bronxworks.org/news-and-events.
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